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MISSION AT CEYLON. 


From the panoplist. 


Extract from the Journal of Rev. B. C- 
Metcs, American Missionary at Bai- 
ticotta, Ceylon. 


Nov. 6, 1818. Christian David, 
with his wife and two. youngest dangh- 
iers, came to Batticotta this morning. 
Mr. D. preached to the usual number 
of hearers, Which is a litle more than 
900 when he preaches. I am not 
able to collect so many to hear me. 
The scholars from two or three of my 
schools are included in the above men- 
tioned number. Mrs. David will spend 
afew days here, to visit and converse 
with some of the neighbouring women, 
and induce them, if possible, to come 
here on the Sabbath, and also to send 
their daughters to be educated. Mr. 
D. will leave his two children above- 
mentioned with us for the present. 
He wished them to receive an English 
education. They eat at our table, 
will be considered as 4 part of our fa. 
ily, and not as belonging to the char- 
ity school. Am elder daughter, who 
lived with us for some time, has now 
gone to reside with brother and sister 
Poor at Tillipaily. They are all ami- 
able children, and it is of great impor- 
lance that they should receive a good 
education, as Mr. D. hopes that they 
may eventually be employed to teach 
schools of their own sex among the 
heathen. They dress in the English 
mode. Their father does the same; 
but their mother still continues her na- 
tive dress. The dress of the higher 
Class of natives is very convenient for 
this slimate. It is also modest and 
very neat, and has the great advantage 
of being comparatively cheap. It 

greatly increases the expense of a na- 
tive, to dress after the English fashion. 

16. A few weeks since, two boys 

came to us in a manner worthy of no- 
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tice. The parents of the first beiong 
to Pondicherry, on the Coromandei 
coast. ‘They came to Jaffna to trade. 
While here, their son was enticed away 
bya man who was going to Trincomale 
to trade. There he was left. He 
however got back to Jaffna; but dur- 
ing his absence his parents had return- 
ed to Pondicherry in search of him. 
The boy had no one in Jaffna to take 
careofhim. He wandered about some 
time from place to place, in search of 
food, and of a place to reside. At 
last a person, who was acquainted with 
my plan of taking boys to support, saw 
him, and brought him tome. Under 
these circumstances, I could not refuse 
to take him, although his parents are 
not here to make an agreement with 
me. His appearance is now good; 
though when he first came here he 
appeared half starved, and was almost 
naked. He is about thirteen or four. 
teen years of age—very pleasant and _ 
amiable—attentive to his business— 
and makes good progress in study, 
He also speaks the Temul language 
very correctly. J should, before this 
time, have written to his father, to in- 
form him of his son’s residence with 
us; but the boy does not know the 
name of his father, as he was called by 
the name of his trade, and not by his 
proper name. I hope soon, however, 
to be able to write to him. 

The other boy is about twelve years 
of age, and much like the first in his 
manners. His parents are dead, and 
he has no other near relations to take 
care of him. He has for some time 
past lived witha Pundareem, (a kiud of 
priviledged beggar) who he says, was 
very unkind to him. When he left 
the Pundareem, who lives about four 
miles from this place, he wandered a- 
bout several days seeking some one 
who would set him to work, aud give 
him his rice, Some person to whom he 
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made known his situation, told him 
that I was in the habit of taking poor 
boys, and giving them food, clothes 
and learning. He cameto me, and 
begged very hard to be taken. I con- 
sented to let him stay till I could learn 
further particulars concerning him. 
He has since conducted himself well, 
and appears to bea fine boy. He was 
uble to read and write Tamul when he 
came, and he now applies to his stud- 
res with great diligence. I cannot 
but hope, that both these boys have 
been sent to me by a kind Providence 
for the good of their own souls, and 
the souls of others. 

Tuesday, Dec. 15. Have just heard 
of the death of one of my neighbours, 
the father of two fine boys, whom I 
have taken to support. ‘Their mother 
died some years ago, Their father 
was here on Saturday in health, but is 
now silent indeath. I cannot forbear 
to admire the goodness of God in tak- 
ing care of these little orphans. It is 
but afew days since this man signed 
the agreement to give me his boys, 
His relations have always been much 
opposed toit Had the subject been 
delayed till now, they would not, in all 
probability, have given up the boys. 
God is indeed a father to the father- 
less. Through the charity of Chris 
tians in America, these boys have 
now a home where ali their wants will 
be supplied. This than died of the 
epidemic, which has so extensively 
prevailed in aimost al! parts of India, 
the year past. He was the first in- 
stance of itin Batticotta. I did not 
know of his sickness, till it was too 
late to afford any assistance. 

16. This morning the manigar, (the 
head-man of Batticotta) one bramhun, 
and several other respeciabie men, 
calledon me. Afteringuiting respect- 
ing the epidemic, [ made many ob- 
servations to them concerning the un- 
certainty of life, and the great impor- 
tance of being prepared for death. 
This almost insensibly led to much 
conversation, relative to various points 
of the Christian and beathen religions. 
Some of the people were disposed to 
cavils others to hearattentively. The 
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bramhun was much inclined to cayjj. 
ling. He manifested much pride, ang 
much ignorance. It is difficult to say 
which predominated. After I had mad: 
some observations respecting heave, 
and hell, the bramhun asked very Sig. 
nificunily, “how do you know thes 
things? Did any person ever com 
from the other world to tell you? 
Yes, I replied, Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, came from heaven into this world 
He knew all things, and has told usa! 
things, which it is necessary for ust 
know respecting them. He has tol 
us the truth, and if you will candidly 
examine the Scriptures, you will see 
that they are a revelation from God 

The bramhun did not profess to be. 
lieve that men are sinners.  Afte 
mentioning a number of the most ob- 
vious proofs of the wickedness of men, 
1 turned to the door, near which he 
stood, and pointing to the lock, aske/ 
him if he would tell me why it was pu 
upon the door? He replied, to kee; 
out thieves. The fact, said I, that ai 
men who wish to live in security, pu 
locks upon their doors, is proof enough 
of the wickednessofmen. The bram: 
hun did aot appear disposed to talk 
any more, and soon withdrew. Be 
fore he retired, however, I urged upor 
him the importance of examining the 
Scriptures for himself. He said, he 
had no Bible. I replied that 1 woul? 
lend him one. He exeused himself by 
saying, he would believe it was good, 
because I said so. 

The heathens, when pressed on the 
subject, will rarely defend their ide 
worship, but say it is only for shor 
They all, like many nominal Chris 
tians, expect to go to heaven by the: 
good works, 

After the rest of the people ha¢ 
gone, I asked the manigar to stay anc 
hear me further on the subject, age 
then eonversed with him more than 
hour longer. He appeared really dé 
sirous to be informed, and exhibitec 
more candor than alinost any native 
with whoth | have ever spoken on th 
subject of religion. 
fessed, that in the heathen religion ther: 


is no Saviour ; and inno way in which 
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sin can be pardoned, without render- 
ing an equivalent; that if a man sins, 
he must be punished equal to the des- 
ert of his sins. His ideas, however, 
of the demerit of sin, are very defec- 
tive. He asked whether real Chris- 
tians will not be punished for their sins 
after death, before they are made hap- 
py? Ou being answered in the nega- 
ive, he asked how it was consisteut 
with the justice of God to forgive sin? 
jtold him, that the justice of God 
would not permit him to forgive sin 
without a satisfaction, aod then pro- 
eeded to show him how jastice and 
nercy have met together, ia the atone- 
ent made by Christ—how ali the 
ends of Gods law are answered by this, 
as much as they would be by the eter- 
al punishment of the sinner. I 
jwelt a long time upon this point, as 
offundameutalimportance. He then 
ade inquiries respecting the nature, 
xtent, and desert, of sin. 
wbjects I find the heathens are la- 
entably ignorant. I gave him as 
ellas I was able, a scriptural view of 
he subject showed him the strictness 
f God’s law, and the nature of sins of 
wission as well as those of co:muis- 
on. Of this distinction he appeared 
holly ignorant. I then showed him 
ow the bad motives of wicked men 
int all their apparently ;rood acuons, 
articularly when they do good mere- 
‘tobe seen of men- He pleaded 
uilty on this subject and confessed 
athe had often performed actions 
hich he supposed very good, from no 
ther motive than to be seen and prats- 
iby his fellow men. 
cts appeared new to him, and be ex- 
essed himself highly pieased with 
einfurmation he had yhtained. How 
uch sincerily there isin his profes 
us, time willshow. IT urged bim w 
lend to these things iminediaiely, and 
call often and converse with me 
bout them. May God bless his word 
the salvatinon of this soul. ‘I'he 
issionary among the heathen must 
deeply impressed with this great 
th every day; that though Paul 
v plant, and Apolios water, yet it 
God alone who giveth the icreace. 
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Jan. 1,1819 This being the first 
day of the year, I assembled all my 
schools together, to hold. an examina- 
tion, and also to preach to them = Ag 
some of the schools are at a consider- 
able distance, many of the small boys 
did not come. Ove hundred and 
eigiity attended, I found they had 
generally made good proficiency in 
their studies. Watts’s miner cate- 
chisms, the Lord’s prayer, creed, ten 
commandments, and Christ’s sermon 
on the meunt, were all repeated by 
many of the boys, and parts of them 
by all. I did not examine them in 
their other studies. 

In addition to the boys, about fifty 
men attended public worship, mak- 
ing in all (including our household) an 
audience of about 250, which is the 
largest I have ever had in Batticotta. 

After public worship, in order to try 
how strong were the prejudicies of the 
boys aud their parents, | invited them 
to take dianer with my boys. As this 
was the first time I had’ given an invi- 
tation, I did not expect that many 
would acceptit. Only 19 boys out of 
the whole number were willing to eat; 
the rest all positively refused. Some 
of the school-masters told me, that the 
parents had beard how the boys at 
Tillipally had eaten with their school 
on Christmas day, and had given the 
bovsa strict charge before they left 
home in the morning, not to eat at my 
house. Their prejudices are very 

strong on this subject. To those boys 
whe would not take their dinner I dis- 
tributed plantains. They have no 
objections to eating raw fruit, even 
though itis given them by Christians. 





CONNECTICUT MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
21ST ANNUAL NARRATIVE. | 
(Concluded from page i04 ) 
INDIANA AND ILLINOISE. 

The Rev. Orin Fowler spent a year 
as a missionary to those distant branch- 
es of the North American Republic. 

The inevease of population, there, 
has probably few parallels on the glol. 
The inbabitants are from all he states, 


perhaps, i thy Vaoo: and from the 
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different nations of Europe. They 
have carried with them, of course, that 
diversity of opiniens and habits, social, 
moral and religious, which characterize 
the countries where they respectfully o- 
riginated. As they areto form one great 
community, it must be obviously of 
vast montent, that they early enjoy 
the best means of instruction, especial: 
ly in religion. To themsetves, there- 
fore, and to future generations, the la- 
bors of evangelical, and able, and faith- 
ful missionaries must be, in the highest 
degree, important. Mr Fowler be- 
came very deep'y impressed with a 
sense of this truth. But as his epin- 
tons and illustrations have been al- 
ready published and extensively circu- 
lated, the Trustees deem it unnecessa 
ry to specify them in this narrative. 
They would only say that they notice, 
with much satisfaction, the affectionate 
attention with which he, and their 
other missionaries in that region, were 
received by the people. A divine 
blessing, they devoutly trust, has ac- 
companied the few efforts they have 
yet been able to put forth for the good 
of souls in those distant fields. Nor 
would they omit to rcord a signal in- 
stance of kindness ve by Mr. 
Fowler in the gift of a very valuable 
horse, speedily presented him, after it 
was understood that, by a disastrous 
event, he had lost his own, The 
Trustees felt the more disposed to 
mention the kindness and liberality 
manifested iu this beneficent act, be- 
cause they have so recently begun to 
send the gospel of salvation to that re- 
mote people. They also behold in it 
evidence, that the inhabitants of those 
states do highly estimate and earnesly 
desire the labours of good and faithful 
missionaries.—It encourages them to 
persevere in their exertions to promote 
the best interests of their fellow men 
in those new sections of their country. 
The Rev. Nathan B. Derrow has 
been employed a long time, in that 
wide and interesting field. His la- 
bours, the last year, were much inter- 
rupted by sickness. He was not fa- 
vored with strength to labor but thirty- 
one weeks, as a missionary. He trav- 
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elled, and visited, and preached as he 
judged would be most useful in both Ip. 
diana and Illinois. In the mora! 
sate of the people, at large, much ap. 
peared that demanded lamentation 
and pity. He found numbers of the 
respectable inhabitants, who deplored 
their destitute condition, and who 
would be forward, were there auy pros 
pect of success, in exertions to procure 
and support the enjoyment of evan. 
gelical privileges. In the course of twe 
years he has formed several churches 
in the State of Indiana. Those 
ehurches were increasing. He was 
received, in every instance, with kind 
ness and respect. Notwithstanding the 
indifference toreligion which great mul. 
titudes manifested and the abounding 
wickedness of many, the moral aspect 
was less gloomy, than it had appear. 
ed at that earlier period in which his 
labours there commenced. There 
was a growing attention to the institu 
tion of the gospel; and he frequently 
found individuals who seemed to be 
subjects of genuine experience. 

In a portion of the same field, the 
Rev. Isaac Reed was employed eight 
weeks.—He had an engagement, for 
the greater part of his time, with the 
people of New Albany. The more 
he became acquainted with the moral 
state of that country, the more deeply 
was he impressed with the necessity 
of able missionaries there. The char- 
acter of the community was now 
forming. They would soon be able 
themselves to do something for the a’ 
tainment of moral and religious in 
suction. At present they could do |i: 
tle or nothing. He found small bu 
attentive congregations, and a lister 
ing ear. Much gratitude was express 
ed to missunaries, and to those bj 
whose benevolence they were sep! 
Amidst abounding ungodliness mats 
were eagerly solicitous to hear preach: 
ing.—Some were hungry for the breaé 
of life—The value of Christian insti 
tutions was rising in public estimation — 


MISSISSIPPI AND LOUISIANA. 


The Trustees have employed bu! 
one missonary in this region the ye@' 
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past. The Rev. Samuel Royce had a 
commission for as much time as be 
could set apart for that service. He 
found only a few weeks, having been 
engaged to a particular people—The 
weeks in which he tabours as a mis- 
sionary he spent chiefly in the coun- 
ties of Jefferson and Wilkinson. As 
seen by the spiritual eye, the region 
was desolate; nor could he perceive 
any prospect of immediate improve- 
ment. 
TERRITORY OF MISSOURI. 

It is only a small amount of labour 
that the Trustees have had it in their 
power to afford the destitute people of 
thatterritory. The Rev. Salmon Gid- 
dings was sent thither a few years since, 
and has continued, with much dili- 
gence, a series of labours for the in- 
struction of the people. A large pro- 
portion of his time has been spent, by 
particular engagement, in St Louis. 
The last year he laboured.as a mission- 
ary about fourteen weeks, His travels 
were in various directions, and, in 
some instances, extended a considera- 
ble distance from St. Louis. He re- 
peatedly crossed the Mississippi, and 
preached and administered ordinances 
in the State of Illinois. —On each side 
of the river, he found much to encour- 
age and animate him. Solicitude to 
hear the gospel, and to enjey ils privile- 
ges statedly, was increasing. Laborers 
trom other missionary societies had ar- 
rived in the tenitory. He felt, that 
his bands were much strengthened by 
their coming. A blessing seemed to 
attend the preacing of God’s word. A 
pleasisg number in the territory had 
hopefully become tie subjects of re- 
newing grace. Several churches were 
formed, and frequently received ad- 
ditions.—More labourers, very many 
nore wereveede. “The fields were 
already white.” The greater was 
the number of laborers «ho came, the 
stronger seemed to be the desire of the 
people, that more stil] would come. 

In this Territory, the Rev. John 
Matthews has been commissioned to 
labor six months. 

At West-Hartford, lately, the Rev. 


Hezekiah Hull was ordained an evan- 
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gelist, and received a commission to 
labour in the State of Louisiana. He 
cannot, long before this, have arrived 
in the field assigned him. 

A few weeks since, the Rev. Ahab 
Jinks received a commission te labour 
in the State of Indiana. He is, proba- 
bly now in, or near, that important 
portion of the new and destitute setle- 
ments. 

Such, brethren aud friends, is the 
view, which the Trustees. are able to 
give, of the manner in which they have 
applied the charities of the Christian 
public, another year. The subject of 
Sabbath schools is highly interesting. 
They remark here, that, excepting ia 
a few instances, such schools are not 
mentioned in the missionary journals, 
beyond the statements made in the 
foregoing narrative. From this si- 
lence it may, perhaps, be inferred, that 
these promising methods of doing good 
have not yet been very generally adop- 
ed, aloug the western and southwest- 
ern frontiers. It seems propable, also, 
that their adoption and successful ope- 
ration in the wilderness is, with few 
exceptions, impracticable. 

But the Trustees,on a review of 
the year, devoutly congratulate the 
friends of Zion.—They biess the Lord 
for what has been done. To him be 
the praise. It is their joy in this re 
markable day to unite their humble ef- 
foris with those of multitudes in every 
protestant land, for the advancement 
of his glorious cause. They deem it 
unquestionable that by promoting the 


4emporal, and especially the eternal 


interests of great numbers among the 
destitute, unspeakable good has been 
accomplished, and continues to be ac- 
-complished,.by the Missionary Society 
of Connecticut and its benevolent sup- 
porters. For the useful labors of mis- 
sionaries sent and sustained by the 
charities of the people in this State, 
the warmest expressions of gratitude 
and joy have been reiterated from 
almost every point of our extended 
frontier. 

By the instrumentality of those la- 
bors, many benevolent societies have 
been established. Hardened sinners 
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have been awakened, alarmed, and in 

duced to © fly from the wrath to come.” 
Nemerous churches bave been form- 
ed “on the foundation of the prophets 
and apostles, Jesus Christ himself be- 
ing the chief corner stone.” Souls re- 
joicing in the Lord have been admit- 
ted to the fellowship of churches previ 

ously planted. ‘The sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord’s supper have 
been administered, to the joy and ed- 
ification of multitudes. Probably bun 

dreds of schools and thousands of fain- 
ilies have been visited and a:!dressed 
on subjects of the highest conceivable 
interest. The sick have been assisted 
and guided in their meditations. ‘The 
dying have been commended to the 
mercy of God. Mourners have been 
directed to the only source of unfail- 
ing consolation, Saints hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness have been 
fed. The work of evangelists has been 
performed through thousands of miles 
where souls, in the region aad shadow 
of death, were hastening to eternity. 
Tn one word, * To the poor the gospel 
has been preached.”—Even the hu- 
man eye, amidst the darkness of this 
world can sce, that such works of mer- 
cy must have a most salutary influence 
on the welfare of the greathuman fam- 
ily. Stili the sum total of good ac- 
complished by this Society, in a single 
year, cannot be seen, until disclosed 

by the light that will shine upon it in 
the judgment day. 


Friends of Christ and of souls, 

The Trustees cannot doubt for a 
moment, that you rejoice and bless 
God with them, as you contemplate 
this animating subject—that you re- 
joice with them not only in what the 
divine smiles have enabled the Con- 
necticut Society to accomplish, but 
equally in what others, devoted to the 
same holy cause, are enabled to do— 
in Foreign Missions for the salvation 
of the heathen—in Bible and Tract so- 
cieties—and in those countless associ- 
ations now active in exertions through 
almost every part of our favoured 
country, and through protestant Chris- 
jendom, for extending the Redeemer’s 
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kingdom. The civilization of the 
world, and the salvation of souls, are 
the great objects. They beseech you 
—let your joy be attended by unaba. 
ting perseverance in the work of the 
Lerd. Be the cordial disciples of 
Christ, and you will love to tabour for 
him. Labour for bim—be faithful up- 
to death—and you will receive the 
crown of life, 

Subjoined is a list of books sent to 
the new settlements; an account of 
monies expended; and a statement of 
the funds on the Ist of January, 1820. 

JONATHAN BRACE, Chairman, 
Passed by the Board of Trustees, ? 

January 12, 1820, 

ABEL Furnt, Sec’ry. 





NEW-YORK EVANGELICAL MISSION A. 
RY SOCIETY. 
THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 
(Concluded from page 606.) 


It was stated in the last Report, that 
the Board had commissioned the Rey. 
David Tenny, and the Rev. Charles 5. 
Robinson, to labour a year in the terri- 
tories of Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana. 
Mr. Robinson arrived at St. Louis on 
the 8th of December, having, on his 
journey, preached in Illinois and Indiana. 
He learned that there was but one set- 
tled Presbyterian Minister, and but five 
or six Missionaries in those two states. 

In acommunication bearing date Oc- 
tober 19th, Mr. Robinson observes :— 
‘< Dear brethren, permit me new to say, 
Itake alively interest in your Society ; 
for I consider the field you have entered 
upon in this western country more im- 
portant at present than any other upon 
our continent, and it as fully expresses 
your benevolence as any missionary sta- 
tion you could have selected upon the 
elobe. The wants of this portion of the 
country appear not to have reached the 


eastern shores of the Atlantic, or the 


Macedonian cry has so died away upon 
the breeze, that it has produced little or 
no effect. Yet the field is every day 
widening, and the wants multiplying in 
consequence of the immense tide of emi- 
gration. According to the best calcula- 


tion, five thousand souls within six weeks. 
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ave entered what is here called the 
orks of the Missouri and Mississippi ri- 
ers. They have generally gone from 
me hundred and fifty to two hundred 
niles up the Missouri, and from seventy 
pone hundred up the Mississippi. From 
he confluence ef these rivers to the ex- 
veme distances 1 have mentioned, there 
are, according to correct information, 
ihirty-five to forty thousand inhabitants ; 
and Mr. Matthews and myself the only 
ipresbyterian ministers. Yet, thanks be 
to God, we have a number of Mcthodist 
and Baptist brethren, who, I trust, are 
doing much good. But do we not want 
help ? And may we not look to your So- 
ciety for assistance >? O Sirs, my eye af- 
jects my heart. When I + a the fer- 
tile soil of this territory—see what an 
immense population Providence has pro- 
ably designed to support here—look at 
ts extent and relative situation—then 
behold the moral darkness which broods 
over the territory of Louisiana, and the 
whoie south-west part of our continent— 
that valley of the shadow of death—and 
then from the spirit of enterprize and 
emigration, contemplate the time as not 
far distant when settlements will be form- 
ed west of the Rocky Mountains, and 
villages rise upon the banks of the Paci- 
fic, 1 am astonished that no more is done 
i0 establish the gospel west of the Mis- 
sissippi.” Ce 
A very minute account of a Ten- 
ny’s Mission up to the ‘ 29th of Septem- 
ber, has been received. At Lerculane- 
um,  hisnself and Mr. Robinson attended 
2 meeting of the Missouri Presbytery, of 
which, on this and subsequent occasions 
they were half the number of clerical 
members ; and but for their presence, 
the Presbytery probably would not have 
been constituted during the year. At 
this meeting, the Presbytery re solved it- 
self into a Missionary Society, by the 
name of the Missouri Missionary Socie- 
iy: and desired Mr. Tenny to make a 
tons to the south to learn the moral state 
of the inhabitants, and if possible to or- 
ranize churches. On this tour he preach- 
ed in the several towns through which he 


passed. He observes, that he left has- 
kaskia. with ereat reluctance. “ Indi- 
vidua!s, finding they could not detain me, 
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agreed to make supplication to God for 
my return. I preached to a very atten- 
tive audience at St. Genevieve, At 
New-Madrid, the zeal ef a pious female 
prompted her, personally, to circulate 
notice through the place of a meeting for 
public worship ; and I was earnestly so- 
licited to preach again and again. A) 
Jackson, I preached on the Lord’s day, 

to a large and solemn assembly ; and, at 
their special request, e ngaged to return 
thither as soon as possi! ble. From the 
24th of June, to the 22d of August, I was 
at Here ~ilanenin: Kaskaskia, Shoal Creek 
and Jackson. At this last place there 
was deep and fixed attention, and some 
were much afiected.”” About the 20th 
of August Mr. Tenny performed a tou 
to. New-Madrid, visited many families 
and individuals that were sick. preached 
five times, and rode one hundred ana 
sixty miles. Shortly after this he or- 
ganized a charch at Jackson consisting 
of twenty members, and a Bible Soc lety, 
Auxiliary to the American Bik > Society. 

He states that in the whole te rritor . 
of Missouri there is but one install: 
Presbyterian minister, and that not more 
than three or four sermons liad ever 
been preached by Presbyterian minis- 
ters in the county of C ape Girardien be 
fore his arrival there. 

At a settlement on White Water, tl 
principal men of a large assembly sur- 
rounded him after he had 1 preached, and 
berg red t h oy I might have a minister one 
quarter or one fifth of the Saving 
that they would gladiy support him. I: 
appears that there are 
rian churches in the state 

‘The tollov ine 
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ot bene ‘is. 
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darkest days. He considers a change 
for the better to be evidently taking place. 
He witnessed the happiest effects from 
family visitations, to which he devoted 
much time. “If I have done good in 
any way,” he observes, “ it is, im this.” 
He hada large supply of Bibles, and 
distributed them freely ; but fears there 
is agreat and prevailing indisposition to 
read them. He lamented his want ot 
Tracts, particularly in his visits to fam- 
ilies. He states that the common schools, 
though somewhat numerous, were miser- 
ably conducted, good instructors being 
unattainable. Attemps had been made 
to establish Sunday Schools, but rarely 
with suecees, for want of teachers and 
of proper books. He considered the 
spreading of religious publications an ob- 
ject of great importance ; and has been 
so successful in diffusing them, that they 
are now read by a great proportion of 
the members of the Presbyterian and 
Baptist churches in Missouri. He made 
occasional visits to the Shawanee and 
Delaware tribes of Indians, wh» are de- 
sirous of being instructed, and have 
strong claims for Missionary aid—In St. 
Charles, St. Louis, Cahokia, Prairie du 
Ruche, Kaskaskia, and New Madrid, 
more than half the population consists of 
French Catholicks. The progress of 
American influence, however, causes the 
protestant faith to become a subject of 
investigation among them—at Kaskas- 
kia he gave Bibles to such of the French 
as were willing to engage to read them. 
Such were furnished by an American 
lady: and among others, a bible was giv- 
en to anaged eatholic woman, who re- 
cefved it with: tears of joy. Seventy- 
five years have I lived, said she, and had 
never seen the bible—and now my eyes 
are blessed with the sight of what [ have 
so long wished to see. Let the priest 
wrest it from me if he can. I will show 
it to him, and clasp it in my arms, and 
press it to my heart. 

~ At most places which he visited, Mr. 
T. was received ina very friendly man- 
ner, and treated with generous hospitali- 
iy. In the course of the year, besides 
visiting schools and families, he admin- 
istered the Sacrament of the supper once, 
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baptized nine children, attended nume,. 

ous prayer meetings, formed one church 

preached one hundred and forty-eiph; 
times, and travelled upwards of fi, 
thousand miles. And though in his ya, 
rious journeyings Mr. T. encountere; 
many difficulties incident to other traye’, 
lers in that country, and some peculiar t) 
his own case; though he has been jy 
weariness and painfulness, in hunger an¢ 
thirst, in perils of water, in perils of rob. 
bers, in perils by the heathen, in peril; 
in the wilderness : though sometimes jy 
an inhospitable clime, without any pos. 
sible refuge from storms and tempests ; 
though far from the abode of man, throug); 
dreary nights “in wilds more drear,” 
yet could he welcome any of these, ji 
met with in the path-way of usefulnes: 
in his Master’s service. 

He expresses his humble confidence 
that his mission has not been in vain; 
and assures the Board that many will re. 
member the society with affectichate 
gratitude. You will not expect,” he 
adds, “ to read in the journal of you 
Missionaries in this land, a recital of 
spreading revivals of religion. But in- 
stances of awakening and hopeful con- 
version have occurred and been witnes- 
sed by your Missionary. A few facts 
stand recorded of the hardened siunei 
being made to feel, the afflicted receiving 
comiort, and the wandering being re- 
claimed. Could you have been present 
at some interviews I[ have had with mem- 
bers of Christ’s flock, who liad been for 
years remote from the places in which 
their fathers worshipped ; eould you 
have witnessed their vears and their joy, 
you surely would bless God and take 
courage. 

In view of these narrations it is pain- 
ful to the Board to state that the Com- 
missions of these indefatigable Mission- 
aries have expired. Every ccentempla- 
tion of what they have done, and of the 


desolate regions where they have strove « 


to preach the Gospel, seems to make 
it inexcusable not to re-appoint them. 
How can we submit to recall them for 
the want of funds? or how can they be- 
lieve that on this account they must re- 
turn and seek some other service ?. What 
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stronger appeal can be made to the So- 
ciety than is contained in their commu- 
nications. 
And while we call upon our souls 
and all that is within us to praise the 
Great Head of the church, that He hath 
been pleased to use such feeble instru- 
mentalities to approximate in any mea- 
sure the day of Zion’s amplest enlarge- 
ment and most resplendent glory, we 
would not forget that more than twenty 
applications to this Board for Missiona- 
ries during the past year have been 
made in vain; not because Missionaries 
could not be obtained, but that the 
ineans of sending them forth were want- 
ing. Reflected hence into whose ear 
think you the cry hath ascended ? Must 
the progress of his cause, whose is the 
earth and the fullness thereof, be arrest- 
ed or embarrassed for the want of 
means? Will a man rob God? Espe- 
cially will they who with memorable 
solemnity have recognized his right to 
them and theirs, thus act the part of 
faithless stewards? With the voice of 
seven thunders does the fact that there 
are those who do thus, speak of neglect- 
ed duty on the part ofh——whom? With 
introverted thought shall we not sever- 
ally inquire; is it]? Lord, isitI? 
Christian brethren, instead of remit- 
ing, we must redouble our exertions in 
behalf of those who sit in darkness. Life 
is too short ; souls are too precious ; the 
retributions of eternity are too solemn 
to indulge in protracted supineness.— 
Each day abbreviates the period of our 
labour. Eeach day renders more affect- 
ing the case of the heathen; for each 
day, with vast numbers, is the last day 
of hope. 
Respectfully submitted by the Board, 








WYANDOTT INDIANS. 


Extract of a letter to a minister of the 
Gospel of the Methodist Society, in 
Maryland, f: 
Ohio, dated Black County, Ohio, Ju- 
ly 8th, 1819. 


Mucu ESTEEMED F atner,—You say 
in your letter, “a bright Gospel day is 
coming.” Glory be to God, I believe 
the report. I will state what my rejoic- 





Wyandott Indians.—Gherokee Nation. 
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ing eyes have seen at a late camp meet- 
ing, held on our frontier, which com- 
menced the 2d inst. and ended the 5th. 
About one hundred of the Wyandott In- 
dians from Sandusky aid Solomon’s 
Town attended, many of whom profess 
to have known the Lord in the pardon 
of their sins several months ago; sever- 
al more no doubt, found the pre- 
cious treasure at this meeting. O fa- 
ther , it would no deubt have melt- 
ed and enraptured your soul, to have 
seen their sable faces bathed in tears of 
penitence and gratitude, piety depicted 
in their countenances, and love and joy 
sparkling in their eyes. The intervals 
between preaching hours, were mostly 
spent in hearing the eloquent, pathetic 
and impressive discourses of their chiefs ; 
in singing songs of divine love in their 
own tengue, and in solemn and devout 
prayer to God. The mention of the 
name of Jesus, sets their souls on fire. 
Think, O think how happy was my soul 
last Sunday evening, in addressing a 
large congregation, on “ The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad ;” when I could point to so largea 
number of these new-born sons of the 
wilderness, and say “ see what God has 
wrought.” The instrument of this great 
work among these people is a coloured 
man from Marietta, who has been la- 
bouring with them three years and six 
months and gained their utmost confi- 
ence. 





CHEROKEE NATION. 


The following letter was dictated by a noted 
Cherokee Chief, who was one of a deputation 
sent from their nation to the city of Washing- 
ton in the winter of 1814-15, and addressed to 
the President of the U. States. it was not de- 
livered by the deputation, owing to some al- 
lusions which they supposed were intended to 
bave a bearing on some characters of the first 
respectability, and whose influence they fear- 
ed. We publish it from the hand writing of 
the person to whom it was dictated, as an evi- 
dence of their loyalty and a specimen ef In- 
dian eloquence. 


“‘ Dear Father, You are placed at 
the head of a laige and powerful fami- 
ly of many branches, over which you 
have that controul which properly be- 
longs to a head man: we, your red 
children of the Cherokee nation, look 
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with confidence to our father for jus- 
tice and protection. Your aim _ is 
strong and powerful; ours are weak 
aud need your succour. 

“ Father, we have been obedient 
to your command; we have freely 
shed our biood in your cause. When 
storms threatened and the thunder of 
your enemies had nearly blasted the 
hopes of your family, your red child- 
ren, the Cherokees, forsook you not: 
they, in this time of trouble, tendered 
to you thew lives ;* but the angel of 
peace returned, and although by the 
continuance of the war they might 
have added strength to the bonds 
which bind our matual friendship; yet 
we rejoice in the beams of peace, 
which gladden the hearts of your 
children. 

‘* Futher, as the limber twig aud the 
grass bow obedience to the storm 
from which they receive their support, 
so are your Cherokee children obedi- 
ent to your will, from which they de 
vive their nourishment; and though 
they may be buffeted by the storm, 
vet the sunshine of your justice and 
benevolence will brivg them to matu- 
rity.? 

“ Father, sordid motives of gain were 
no inducement to draw the Cherokees 
into the dispute ; it wasa family quar. 
rel, and we, your red children, the 
Cherokees, treely partook of it—we 
expected no gain. ‘Take not from us, 
oh father, our inheritance ; leave us 
our lands that we may live near to our 
white brothers, whose virtues we wish 
to imitate. 

* Father, vou have with you, as with 
us red children, those who make crook- 
ed talks; they, like the serpent, speak 


* They had offered to furnish the United 
States with a regiment of men to act in any 
quarter on the 1ith of February preceding 
peace. 

t Although individaals have, and still do, 
trample upon their rights ; yet they have the 
most unbounded confidence in the justice of 
the government. 

+ They never have received pay in their 
ewn Wars, norin the early part of the Creek 
war did they expect any. They are rapidly 
failing into the manners and customs otf the 
whites. 


Leiter Jrom W. G.2to the 


Kem. Cent Society of B. ep, 
with a split tongue. Believe not their 
taiks, for they are false; nor their ac. 
tions, for they are deceitful. The spirit 
of gain urges them, the laurel of popu. 
larity prompts them, and we, your 
faithful children of the Cherokee na- 
tion, who expected nothing but justice, 
are (o fall a sacrifice to their rapa- 
ciousness. We therefore pray, oh 
father, that you will interfere in our 
behalf, and use your powerful sword 
for our protection; that sword which 
is wielded by justice and tempered 
withhumanity. The letters herewith 
just received from individuals of our 


nation, will give you a faint idea of 


our situation, which we wish redressed. 
If a more full explanation is necessa- 
ry, it shall be afforded to you. 

“ We are, dear father, your faithful 
children. x 





INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE. 
From the Boston Recorder. 


Extract from a letter from W. G. to the 
Seeretary of a Female Cent Society 
in the town of B. dated June 21, 151%. 


Dear Madem,—I arrived at the 
16th inst. and will now attempt to give 
you a mere particular account of the 
scene of my labours. 

New-Castle, situated at the entrance 
of Portsmouth, is the largest of those 
islands, which lie at the mouth of the 
Piscataqua. It was incorporated in 
1693, and contains a meeting-house, a 
school-house, about 70 dwelling-houses, 
120 families, and 700 inhabitants, exclu- 
sive of those connected with the fort. 
The fort and light-house are at the N. E. 
extremity. ‘The Rev. Joshua Moody 
was ordained here some time previous 
to 1689, and has been succeeded by the 
Rev. Messrs. Shurtleff, Blant, Robinson, 
Chase, Foster, Noble, and, if I mistake 
not, two or three others. Since the 
death of Mr. Noble, about twenty years, 
nothing has been proposed by any per- 
son, which would have the most remote 
tendency to reform the morals of the 
people, and make society better. Al- 
most every law of the State of New- 
Hampshire, has been trampled under 
foot. Indeed the place has had all the 
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-orrupuions, without any of the moral 
dvantages of sea-port towns. 
“The minds of many ef the people 
vere deeply imbued with the “Free 
sill” sentiment, that it was wicked to 
ve children any religious instruction, 
yecause it would be but making little 
ypocrites of them, and because it would 
se taking the work out of God’s hands. 
ie could convert them, if he pleased, 
ynd witbout any mixture of human in- 
vention. They also thought it of little 
ronsequence, whether the impenitent on 
he Sabbath, went to the house of God, 
or to the grog-shop ; whether they en- 
ered the sanctuary, or were sporting 
hefore its doors and under its windows ; 
or, it they entered, W hether they listen- 
ed to the preacher, or spent the time in 
smoking segars, and jovial conversation. 
God, say they, does not regard circum- 
stances: he can convert them in one 
place as well as another. - ‘They must 
wait his time. And, in the mean time, 
it makes no difference where they are, 
or what they are about. 

At the fort, containing above 200 sol- 
diers, I found a great scarcity of religiots 
books and religious privileges. Very 
lew possessed the Bible. 3 Very few but 
would part with it fora gillof rum. | 
procured a supply for them of the New- 
Hampshire Bible Society; and of the 
New-England Tract Society I procured 
Tracts on intemperance and profanity ; 
one of each to go with each Bible ; and 
caused them to be bestowed in such a 
way, that they cannot be disposed of. 
The soldiers are required to produce 
them once a week, as they do their arms 
and clothing, for inspection by the offi- 
cers. The surgeon, Dr. G. made ita 
regulation in the hospital, that a portion 
of the Seriptures should be read every 
morning before breakfast, and that the 
Tracts should be read every Sabbath. 
Several days afterwards, I visited the 
hospital, and was happy to find almost 
every Bible and Tract in the hands of 
some of the sick. r. G. told me three 
weeks after he had read the tract on in- 
temperance, that he had not tasted a 
drop of ardent spirits since, and was re- 
solved not to, except in case of sickness. 
One of the sergeants came of bis own 
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accord to converse with me ; said, that 
he was ruining his constitution, had al- 
ready ruined his reputation, and was 
sensible, unless he reformed, he should 
be undone forever. Ie promised to ab- 
stam from the practice a month. 

Col. W. who cammands at the fort. 
is a German by extraction, and a Ro- 
man Cathole py profession, but he is 
much of a gentleman, and engages hear- 
tily in whatever tends to promote good 
order and morality. He with his fami- 
ly invaribly attended public worship on 
the Sabbath. He also required the sol- 
diers to attend; and with Dr. G. often 
expressed an earnest desire to have per- 
manent preaching. 1 have no doubt, 
but that more than 200 dollars would 
be annually contributed at the tort fur 
that pur pose. 

‘he numbers that attended my mect- 
ines on the Sabbath. and my conferen- 
ces, coustantly increased. At the last 
conference, as many as thirty or jorty, } 
should judge, w ere not able to get inte 
the house, but stood at the door and win- 
dows without. And thoueh sucha thing 
was never before known among theni, 
there was invariably at aH the confere: 
ces, and during the latter pait of my stay 
there, at the meetings on the Sabbath, a 
perfect and solenin stillness ; not a foyt 
would mov eC; every eye would be iixe 
on the speaker. 

L succeeded in forming amone then 


. 1 . ° —< . 
a“kemate Reading Society.” a “ i's 


male Reading and Praying society.’ 
and a* Sabbaih School So lety.” = iy. 
ery one signed the constitution of the F ¢- 
male Reading Society, t 
been shown. [t will pr 
oi not less than thirty young ladies 
They meet weekly, and pay 
tax for the purpose ¢ t} rocurine a libra 
ry. The books you had the 
to send from b. were peculiarly gratetu 
to them, both as they encouraged then 


to make greater eflorts for 


»ywhom it had 
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and as the exhibited to them the exes j 


leucy of religion, such a living te stunouy 
ol V hich they had never | elore Witness- 
ed. 
propriated, 

‘The Female Reading and Praying So- 


ciety consists of but three or four meme. 


Some of the books remain unap- 
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bers. They meet the first and third 
Mondays in every month, and read the 
Bible, sermons, and other good books, 
and converse on religious subjects. One 
of them has been anxious for two or 
three years, to make a public profession 
of religion. She appears ardently pious. 
The others, at times, indulge a trembling 
hope of having recently “ passed from 
death unto life.” 

The object of the Sabbath School So- 
ciety is, to manage the concerns of the 
Sabbath School, appoint suitable teach- 
ers, and procure books as rewards for 
the children. It is confined to heads of 
families, who contribute nearly twenty 
dollars annually. I committed to the 
care of this Society the books I purchas- 
ed for the Sabbath School. Also a 
dozen Testaments I had of Dea. T. to- 
gether with those you sent from B. They 
will all be wanted. 

With gratitude to God, I record seve- 
ral instances ef religious concern and 
hopeful piety. The following is an ex- 
tract of a note which I received from 


one of the principal women on the isl- - 


and. She wasan Episcopalian, and had 
for many years professed religion, but 
was now convinced, that neither cir- 
cumcision availed any thing, no uncir- 
cumcision, but a new creature. “ Why, 
dear Sir, did you relate, with such im- 
pressive solemnity, that mournful story 
at your last conference ? The considera- 
tions, to which it has given rise, have 
filled my heart with terror and affliction. 
Its but too palpable inference shews me 
with fearful force, that it is indeed, pos- 
sible to repent, to pray, to weep, and yet 
to fall short. And shall this be my 
case ? Often have I exclaimed, ‘I will 
arise and goto my Father.’ Often have 
I, with my mouth in the dust, prayed, 
‘ God be merciful to me a sinner.? And 
shall I go to him in vain? Will He, who 
‘so loved us, as to give his only Son to 
die for us, will he refuse to hear any, 
who shall call upon him ? What shall 
ido? All to me is dark, gloomy, and 
repulsive. It seems that not on me, 
does my Creator ‘lift up the light of his 
countenance.’ Not for me does the Re- 
deemer (I dare not call him mine) wear 
his robe of mercy. Not over me do the 
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‘angels in heaven rejoice, as over a sjy 
ner that repenteth.’? Dear Sir, I call y, 
on you to assist and instruct me. Ty 
sweet and precious promises of hi 
writ, you tell me, are neither few yo 
small. Will you tell, where in the s 
cred volume I may find them, for} 
search and read in vain. No word ¢ 










gracious import comes to me. Its sim whe 
emn warnings have indeed their desig Y 
ed effect. Its awful denunciations (gq 3" 
with resistless energy upon my heart. | 

am convinced and convicted, yet fea, Rx 


that I shall not be pardoned. Oh! | 
the Scriptures of truth do indeed coy. | 
tain one passage, that can communica: 

one reasonable ground of hope, tliat | 

am not wholly cast away from the graef G. 
of God, and the redemption of Jeu fi tr 
Christ, have the goodness to point it of) de 


to me. I would be delivered from thi “ 
burden of sin, for it is intolerable. Pray} 1 
for me ; Qh! pray for me,” &c. Bc 
From conversation frequently wit y 
her, I should think this statement ex. 
pressive of her real feelings, and, I an ’ 


persuaded, it very aptly described the 
the feelings of four or five others. She : 
and two others, I have since been led te ) 


hope, have obteined “a broken hear 


and a contrite spirit.” 

Such precious and impressive token: 
of the divine favor, I ascribe not to my; 
poor services, but under God to the eff- 
cacy of your prayers. They demand ; 
grateful recognition, and should inspire 
us with more intense ardour in such |e- 
bours of love. 

One mile from New-Castle, on the op 
posite shore, is Kittery Point, whic! 
contains about the same number of in- 
habitants as N. Bastle ; I suspect, is e- 
qually as destitute as to moral and reli- 
gious instruction.. This then is an im- 
portant field; and it is one, to which, 
should New-Castle no longer need you: 
patronage, I would direct the attention 
of your Society. From what I saw a 
Fort Constitution, and from what 1 
learnt there of other similar establish- 
ments, I am forced to the conclusion. 
that there are no chaplains, and but 
few Bibles, at any of our military posts. 
If this be a fact, those who are engaged 
for the defence of our country, have 
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trong claims upon the prayers and ef- 
ts of Christians, and demand immedi- 
teattention. Here then is another im- 
portant field, to which your pious en- 
deavours might be directed. But I need 
not point out fields, when they every 
where present themselves. 

Yours with Christian affection and re- 
gard, W. G. 









Extract of another Letter from the 
same,to a friend in B. dated Decem- 
ber 13, 1819. 


My dear Mrs. , The case of Dr. 
G. surgeon at the fort, has become ex- 
tremely interesting. He gives much ev- 
dence of having been recently taken 
«from the horrible pit and miry clay.” 
The following extract of a letter, just re- 

















, ceived from him, by Mr. T. will ena ble 
tly wit youxto judge of his state of mind. 
ment cr.) The first night after you left us, I 
nd, I ar was awaked by some unpleasant dream. 
tbed the I was under the impression after awak- 
S. She ing, that all my fancied religion was no- 
n led t thing but the delusion of a distempered 
QD hear brain. I endeavoured to pray, that, if it 
really was so, I might be made sensible 
token: of it, and might have a full sense of my 
fo mj guilt. My prayer was granted to my a- 
he eff. mazement, and I thought at the time, to 
land ; the destruction of my happiness forever. 
nspire I thought it was impossible, that such a 
ich la. vile wretch could ever be saved. Some- 
thing seemed to whisper in my ear, 
he op ‘You are gone now, there is no mercy 
whic! for you.” Iwas in distress to see Mr. 
of in- T. or some good Christian, to tell me 
is e- what to do; but, in the midst of my dis- 
reli- tress, I was enabled to cry, “ Lord, save 
| im- me, or I perish ;” and behold a greater 
lich, than Mr. T. was here. I had a new 
you: song put into my mouth, which I wish 
tion to sing to all eternity. I thought then I 
V at should always love God, and his Son Je- 
t 7 sus Christ; but, Oh! how little did I 


know my own wicked and deceitful 
On, heart. Ihave many times forgotten him 
since, notwithstanding his wonderful 
ts. kindness to me. Pray tell me, whether 
you have ever done so, since you have 
reason to think you have been eonvert- 
ed. JI know not what to think of it. I 
wish to live the life of the righteous, but 
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fear Ide not. I think I wish to do the 
will of my Heavenly Father, and to 
trust in his mercy through the mediation 
of his Son. I want humility. I want 
to love God supremely, trust in him firm- 
ly, and cleave to him constantly. This 
would be heaven on earth. I hope you 
will continue to tell poor sinners, that it 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God. ‘Tel! them the story of 
the prodigal son; perhaps some will be 
brought to say, ‘ Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and in thy sight, and am 
no more wortlry to be called thy son.’ ” 

When I was at the isiand last spring. 
the Dr. advoeated Unitarianism and 
Universal Salvation with much zeal, and 
with allthe ability of which he was ca- 
pable. This change in his views and 
feelings, calls for our grateful acknow}l- 
edgments, while his situation demands 
our sympathies and our prayers. I 
think your Cent Society ought to “ thank 
God,” and to be encouraged to make 
other similar efforts to save souls from 
death. We shall never know how much 
good is effected by ‘turning one sinner 
from the errer of his ways,’ till we are 
introduced to the “ general assembly and 
church of the first born,” and fully re- 
alize all the blessedness and glory of -the 
upper world. 





Yours, affectionately, W. G. 
CHRISTIAN FXPERIENCE. 
Of Rev. ANorew Furies. Written by 


himself, in Letters to Dr. Stewart of 
Edinburgh. Extracted from Ry- 
and’s Life of Fuller. 


LETTER I. 


¢* My dear Friend,— You request the 
particulars of the change, of which } 
was the subject nearly 30 years ago. 
You need not be told, that the reli- 
gious experience of fallible creatures. 
like every thing else that attendsthem, 
must needs he marked with imperfec- 
tion, and that the account that can be 
given of it on paper, after a lapse of 
many years, must be so in a still great- 
er degree. [I am willing, however, to 
comply with your request; and the 
rather, because it may serve to reca' 
some things, which, in passing over 
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the mind, produce interesting and use- 

ful sensations, both of pain and pleas- 

ure. 

My father and mother were dissen- 
ters, of the Calvinistic persuasion, who 
were in the habit of hearing Mr. Eve, 
a Baptist minister. They were en- 
gaged in husbandry; which occupa 
tion, therefore, I followed, to the twen- 
tieth year of my age. I[ remember 
many of the sins of my childheod ; 
among which were lying, cursing, and 
swearing. It is true, as to the latter, 
it never became habitual. [hada dread 
upon my sprits to soch a degree, that, 
when Luttered an oath or an impreca- 
tion, it was by a kind of force put up- 
on my feelings, and merely to appear 
manly, like other boys with whom I 
associated, This being the case, 
when I came to be about ten years old, 
I entirely left it off; except that I 
sometimes dealt in a sort of minced 
oaths and imprecations, when my pas- 
sions were inflamed. 

In the practice of telling lies I con- 
tinued some years longer; at length, 
however, I began to consider this as a 
mean vice, and accordingly, left it off, 
except in cases where I was under 
some pressing temptation. 

I: think [ must have been nearly 
fourteen years old, before I began to 
have much serious thought about fu- 
turity. The preaching upon which | 
atteaded was not adapied to awaken 
my conscience, as the minister had sel- 
dom any thing to say, except to be- 
lievers; and what believing was, I 
neither knew, nor was I greatly con 
cerned to know. IT remember, about 
this time,as I was walking alone, I put 
the question to myself, § Whatis faith ? 
there is much made of it: what ts itr’ 
I could not tell; but satisfied myself 
in thinking that it was not of immedi- 
ate concern, and that I shouid under 
stand tt as I grew older. 

At times, conviction laid fast hold 
of me, and rendered me extremely un- 
happy. The light f had received, I 
knew not how, would not suffer me to 
go into sin with that ease which I ob- 
served in other Jads, One winter even- 
ing, 1 remember going with a number 
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of other boys, to a smith’s shop, to 
warm ourselves by his fire. Presently 
they began to sing vain songs. This 
appeared tome so much like revelling, 
that I felt something within me whic) 
would not suffer me to join them; and 
while I sat silent, in rather an un- 
pleasant muse, those words sunk into 
my mind like a dagger, ‘What dost 
thou: here, Elijah?’ I immediately 
left the company; yet, shocking to 
reflect upon, | walked home, murmur. 
ing in my heart against God, that I 
could not be let alone, and suffered to 
take my pleasure like other young peo- 
ple! 

Sometimes, [ was very much affect- 
ed, in thinking of the doctrines of 
Christianity, or in reading such books 
as Bunyan’s Grace abounding to the 
Chief of Sinners, his Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress, &c. One day, in particular, I 

‘took up Ralph Erskine’s Gospel Son- 
xés; Or, Christ Allin Allin our Com- 
plete Redemption; 1 read, and as I read 
I wept. Indeed, I was almost over- 
come with weeping: so interesting did 
the doctrine of eternal salvation ap- 
pear to me: yet there being no radi- 
ca! change in my heart, these thoughts 
passed away, and I was equally intent 
on the pursuits of folly, as heretofore. 

Yet I often felt a strange kind of re- 
gard towards good people, such of 
them, especially, as were familiar, in 
their behaviour to young persons, and 
would sometimes talk to me about re- 
ligion I used to wish I bad many 
thousand pounds, that I might give 
some of it to those of then who were 
peor as to their worldly circumstan- 
ces. 

“| was, at times, the subject of such 
convictions and affections, that I real- 
ly thought myseif converted, and liv- 
ed under that delusion for a long time. 
The ground on which I resied that 
opinion, was as follows: One morning, 
I think about the year 1767, as I was 
walking alone, I began to think seri- 
ously what would become of my poor 
soul, and was deeply affected in think- 
ing of my condition. I felt myself 
the slave of sin, and that it had such 
power over me, that it was in vain fo: 
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me to think of extricating myself from 
its thraldom. ‘Till now, I did: not 
know but that I could repent at any 
time; but now [ perceived that my 
heart was wicked, and that it was notin 
me to turn to God, or to break off my 
sins by righteousness. I saw, that if 
God would forgive me all the past, and 
offer me the Kingdom of heaven on 
condition of giving up my wicked pur- 
suits, I should not accept it. This 
conviction was accompanied with 
creat depression of heart. 1 walked 
sorrowfully along, repeating these 
words: ‘Iniquity will be my ruin! In. 
iquity will be my ruin!’ While poring 
over my unhappy case, those words 
of the Apostle suddenly occurred to 
my mind, ‘Sin shall not have domin- 
ion over you; for ye are not under the 
law, but under grace.’ Now, the sug- 
gestion of a text of scripture to the 
mind, especially if it came with pow- 
er, was generally considered, by the 
religious peop'e with whom I occasion- 
ally associated, as a promise coming 
immediately from God. I, therefore, 
so understood it, and thought that 
God had thus revealed to me that I 
was ina state of salvation, and that, 
therefore, iniquity should not, as § had 
feared, be my ruin. ‘The efiect was, I 
was overcome with joy and transport. 
i shed, | suppose, thousands of tears 
asl walked a‘ong, and seemed to feel 
myself, as 1t were in a new world. It 
uppeared to me, that I hated my sins, 
and was resolved to forsake them. 
Phinking on my wicked courses, I re- 
member using those words of Paul, 
‘Shall | continue in sin, that grace 
may abound? God forbid!’ | felt, or 
seemed to feel, the strongest indigna- 
strange as 
itmay appear, though my face was 
thatimoruing, [ believe, swolen with 
weeping, before night all was sone and 
forgotten, and I returped to iny forme- 
ry vices with as eager a gust as ever. 
Ner do I remember, that for more 
than half a year afterwards, [had any 
serious thoughts 
my soul, If 
praver, and wit 


lived entirely without 
wecded to my sins 


about the salvation of 
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just the same as before, or, rather, 
was increasingly attached to them. 

Some time in the following year, I 
was again walking by myself, and be- 
gan lo reflect upon my course of life; 
particularly upon my former hopes 
and affections, and how I had since 
forgotten them all, and returned to all 
my wicked ways. Instead of sin hav- 
ing no more dominion over me, I per- 
ceived that its dominion had been iv- 
creased. Yet, I still thought, that 
must have been a promise from God 
to me, and that I must have been a 
converted person, butin a backsliding 
state. And this persuasion was con- 
firmed by another sudden impression, 
which dispelled my dejection, in these 
words: ‘I have blotted out as a thick 
cloud thy transgressions, and as a 
cloud thy sins.’ This, like the former, 
overcame my mind with joy. 1 wept 
much at the thoughts of having back- 
slidden so long, but yet considered 
myself now as restored and happy. 
But this also was mere transient aflec- 
tion. I have great reason to think, 
that the great deep of my heart’s de- 
pravity had not yet been broken up, 
and that all my religion was without 
any abiding principle. Amidst it alt, 
1 still continued mm the neglect of 
prayer, and was never, that I recoliect, 
induced to deny myself of any sin, 
when temptations were presented. 1] 
now thought, however, ‘ Surely I shalt 
be better for the time to come.’ Bur 
alas! in a few days this also was for- 
gotien, and I returned to my evi! 
courses with as great an eagerness 
as ever. 

I] was now about fifieen vears of age; 
and as, notwithstanding my convir- 
tions and hopes, the bias of m y hea: 
was not changed, ! became more anid 
more addicted to evil, in proportion as 
Iny powers aod passions stre: 
Nor was ! merely prompted by my 
own propensities; for, having formed 
acquaintance with oiher wicked youn; 
people, my progress in the way to 
death became greatiy accelcrated 
Bein g of an athletic frame, and of ; 
daring spirit, J was often engaved in 
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such exercises aud exploits, as, if the 
good hand of God had not preserved 
me, might have issued indeath. [alse 
frequently engaged in games of hazard, 
which, though not to any great amount, 
yet were very bewitching to me, and 
tended greatly to corrupt my mind. 
These, with various other sinful prac- 
tices, had so hardened my beart, that I 
seldom thought of religion. These 
things were nothing to me at that 
timé; for my conscience, by reiterated 
acts of wickedness, had become seured, 
as with a hot iron: they were, howev- 
er, heavy burdens to me afterwards. 

But as I have now brought down my 
narrative to the period when, I trust, 
God began to work effectually on my 
heart, I will leave that part to another 
opportunity, and for the present, sub- 
scribe myself, 

* Yours, affectionately, A. F.” 
(To be continued. ) 





IMPIETY PUNISHED. 


Extract of a leiter from Cumberland 
county, Va. te a Correspondent in 
Norfolk, dated Jan. 15, 1820. Pub- 
lished in the Norfolk Herald. 


Respecting the death of the young 
lady in Charlotte, concerning which 
you request particulars, what I have 
ascertained amounts to this: Thata 
certain young lady of Charlotte, 
(with whose name I am unacquainted) 
of considerable wealth, was preparing 
to go to sermon, and while standing 
before her glass, where she had been 
some time combing and curling her 
hair, her sister observed that unless 
she made haste they would be too late. 
She with an angry and haughty tone 
replied, that she had rather go to Hell, 
than to Church without having her hair 
fixed to please her!—No sooner had 
this impious exclamation escaped her 
lips than she dropped dead on the 
floor !!—I can say no more than that 
such an occurrence actually did take 
place. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 
GOOD DEVISED. 


Ia a time of war, or in any emergency 
which increases the exnences of a govern. 


impiety Punished.—Good Devised. 
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ment beyond its ordinary resources, ever, 
thing which it is supposed will bear to be tay. 
ed, is without ceremouy laid bold of for th, 
purpose. And when it so happens thai 4) 
are convinced of the necessity oi the expend. 
iture, the tax is cheerfully paid. 

The church of Christ in this world, is noy 
carrying on a war with the prince of the pow. 
er of the air, and it is to be hoped that all the 
members of it are beginning to feel, that the 
expenditures on this account are absolutely 
necessary. It is indeed an expensive war. [; 
is not confined te the frontiers of a single king. 
dom or state in the world, but every campaign 
is extending the seat of it, and it must extend 
till every part of the habitable glube is made a 
field of battle. Those who have been much 
interested in the event, have indeed come ior. 
ward with a spirit, which it is hoped, will 
meet the approbation of the Commander in 
Chief, It is confidently hoped, that many do 
already feel that they are but stewards ; that 
the property in their hands does indeed be. 
long to God ; that God has a right to draw 
upon them for any amount, even for the 
whole if he needs it; and that they will not 
complain. But as those who have this spirit, 
are in general faithful stewards, and really in. 
crease their Lord’s goods, more than any oth- 
er; that they may not be called upon su fast, 
it may be prudentto putin requisition some 
other means, which are in our hands, and 
might, with a little care, it is believed, afford 
considerable help. That to which my mind 
has been drawn, is the following: Every 
month sends from the presses of our own coun- 
try,some peculiarly interesting books. It wase 
benevolent disposition which determined the 
first proprietor to say of the profits, “ sacred 
to the cause of Missions” It is well known 
that there are but few in each town who pur- 
chase these books, and yet it is desirable that 
all should read them. Many are unable to 
purchase, and it is to be feared, that many 
mean to make a saving by borrowing Let 
those who will buy, write on a blank leaf the 
following notice, or something equivalent: 
Any of my friends are welceme to the use of 
this book who will use it carefully, and re- 
turn with it (for a book of seventy-five cents) 
twelve and one half cents for the use of 
Society. Those who are unable, but willing 
to do what they can, would be obliged; and 
uot have to feel that they have been absolute- 
ly nj pees Those who are able, would 
thus be constrained todo something. The 
collectors in this case, it is hoped, would be 
willing to perform their duty for the pleasure of 
it; and it is confidently believed that it would 

afford not a little help to the sacred revenue. — 
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